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I commend everyone involved in
Fireball Run for their selfless efforts in
raising awareness for this important
issue, and I wish them the best of luck
and safety as their journey begins on
Friday.

————

COMMEMORATING 100TH BIRTHDAY
OF EASTERN STATES EXPOSITION

(Mr. NEAL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the Eastern States Exposition held
annually in West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts. Founded in 1916, the Eastern
States Exposition, more affectionately
known as ‘“The Big E,” for a century
has been a showcase for what all six
New England States have to offer.
Starting last Friday and running for a
total of 17 days, this celebration will
play host to hundreds of agricultural
and livestock displays, thousands of
food and craft vendors, and will wel-
come over 1 million visitors through
its duration.

Mr. Speaker, there is no denying that
The Big E is woven into the culture of
western Massachusetts. Furthermore,
it is a driving force behind the regional
tourism economy.

I wish to congratulate Eastern States
Chairman Donald Chase, President Eu-
gene Cassidy, and the many staff and
volunteers on the work done in prepa-
ration for this centennial celebration.
May this year stand as a testament to
the next 100 years. Congratulations
from the United States of America.

———

NATIONAL ESTUARY WEEK

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, this week
we recognize National Estuary Week, a
week dedicated to raising awareness of
the importance of our Nation’s estu-
aries.

The Eighth District of Florida is
home to the Indian River Lagoon, one
of the most diverse estuaries in North
America and the world. Stretching 156
miles along Florida’s east coast, our la-
goon is a sanctuary for nearly 4,000 spe-
cies of wildlife, an economic engine for
our community, and an invaluable rec-
reational and educational resource for
residents and visitors. Since estuaries
are places where freshwater mixes with
saltwater, preserving the delicate bal-
ance is as critical as it can be difficult.

Many estuaries, including our la-
goon, are experiencing challenges like
harmful algae blooms, declines in sea
grass, and invasive species. These
threats require our immediate atten-
tion.

This week, millions of Americans
will show their commitment to our es-
tuaries through volunteer efforts. We
all have a role to play in caring for our
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environment. It is a matter of aware-
ness and of action.

CONDEMNING RESTRICTIVE
VOTING LAWS

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Congress
is about to go home for the most im-
portant event in any democracy: the
November 8 elections. We will leave a
cloud over our democracy in failing to
update the 1965 Voting Rights Act, rec-
ommended by the Supreme Court,
when it struck down section 4 requir-
ing Federal preclearance of State laws
with a history of discrimination.

My resolution, H. Res. 846, con-
demning restrictive voting laws, docu-
ments that no sooner was preclearance
overturned than States galloped to
pass new onerous voting restrictions.
So unconstitutional were these laws
that not only in southern States but
also, even without the preclearance
process, they have been struck down in
four States: Texas, North Carolina,
Wisconsin, and Ohio.

Seldom has Congress had so much
real-time evidence of the need to renew
legislation. The evidence is a virtual
mandate for Congress to make history
again and update our democracy by up-
dating the Voting Rights Act.

————

UNSUSTAINABLE OVERTIME RULE

(Mr. HARDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, we have
heard from countless small businesses,
colleges and universities, nonprofits,
and the public sector that the recent
Department of Labor’s overtime rule
change is not sustainable.

In a few short months, employers
will be forced to accept a 100 percent
increase in the salary threshold. This
rule has the potential to result in the
unintended consequences that impact
an employee’s hours being reduced, em-
ployees being switched to hourly status
and thus a reduction in benefits, or
worse.

This change has the potential to dev-
astate many businesses and their em-
ployers. With our country still slogging
through a recovery, such a dramatic
increase is misguided and ill-advised.

Mr. Speaker, the House has held mul-
tiple hearings, we have authored var-
ious letters, and legislation has been
drafted on the rule. It must not go into
effect as planned this year.

————

RECOGNIZING LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JAMES O’NEILL

(Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the life and legacy of the late
James O’Neill. James was a giant in
the law enforcement community in my
home district in the Hudson Valley. We
lost him suddenly on Sunday, July 17,
at the age of 59, of an apparent heart
attack. On that day, though, we didn’t
just lose a friend but we also lost a fa-
ther, a husband, and an icon in the New
York City and Putnam County police
communities.

Jimmy was born and raised in the
Bronx. He was a graduate of Visitation
School and of Cardinal Hayes High
School. He joined the NYPD in 1979. He
lived a life devoted to service and dedi-
cated nearly 30 years to the New York
Police Department before retiring as a
detective and squad supervisor in 1999.
He went on to become a founding mem-
ber of the New York Shields and presi-
dent of the Fraternal Order of Police in
Putnam County.

He was an outspoken leader whose ef-
forts involved working with officers
suffering from mental and emotional
effects of serving in the force. He was
an icon in the police community, and
he was the consummate cop’s cop. He
not only devoted his own career as a
police officer and a detective to serving
others but, even after his retirement,
he devoted himself in so many ways to
helping other officers and their fami-
lies in times of need.

I want to send my personal condo-
lences to Jimmy’s wife, Kathy, and his
son, James, along with their dear
friends, Joanne Viola, Henry Primus,
John McCardle, and Paul Curtin, all of
whom have joined us here today. We
are honored by your presence.

The law enforcement community,
Hudson Valley, and New York have lost
one of their finest, and he will be sore-
ly missed. The beauty of Jimmy’s life
can be summed up by this: he loved his
family beyond all measure, gave all to
his friends and community, and was
the most humble and decent man any-
one can say they ever knew. His ab-
sence is a chasm that we will never fill.

———

STARBUCKS UPSTANDERS

(Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to thank
Starbucks and their new program
called the Upstanders series for recog-
nizing Baldwin Community Schools
and the Baldwin Promise.

The Upstanders series was created by
Starbucks to showcase uplifting Amer-
ican stories. I believe that Starbucks
found a uniquely inspiring story to tell
when they highlighted Baldwin, Michi-
gan.

Baldwin Community Schools was des-
ignated as a Michigan Promise Zone in
2009, meaning that every child who at-
tended school in Baldwin has a tuition-
free path to a college education. Earn-
ing this designation took commitment
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